REGIONAL SCHOOL DISTRICT No. 16
 Board of Education Meeting
October 26, 2022
BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT:











Weighted Vote











 Per Member



Beacon Falls…
Christine Arnold
                                 .7
Ben Catanzaro



         .7
Priscilla Cretella 


         .7
Tiffany Burkitt-Lyga


         .7



Prospect…

Robert Hiscox



         1.3







Robert Dyer



         1.3






Karima Jackson
               
           1.3
A basket was sent to Ms. Vaillancourt for the passing of her father and a card was sent around for the Board to sign offering their condolences.
STAFF MEMBERS PRESENT:
Michael Yamin, Superintendent of Schools





Tony DiLeone, Dir. of Finance and Business Operations    
Michele Raynor, Director of Curriculum   
Mark Parrino, Director of Facilities
  I.
CALL TO ORDER
The meeting was called to order by Robert Hiscox, at 7:00 p.m. at the District Office, in Prospect, CT.
A.
Roll Call

Roll was called and a quorum was present.
B.   Pledge of Allegiance
C.   Revision/Additions to Agenda Order
II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
           Minutes of September 28, 2022 Board of Education Meeting (Ex. I) 

A MOTION was made by Priscilla Cretella and SECONDED by Tiffany Burkitt-Lyga to 
approve the minutes of September 28, 2022 Board of Education Meeting (Ex. I) 
ALL IN FAVOR (weighted vote totals 6.7)
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III. COMMENT
            A.  Town Officials
            B.   Public Comments - Note: Public Comment will be limited to five (5) minutes per speaker
with a maximum of 45 minutes per subject.  The BOE will not reply to comments made at a
meeting. The Superintendent or Board Chair will respond to a concern within five business days
IV. CORRESPONDENCE
1. Facilities Report, 10-03-22
                Mr. Parrino was thanked for tightening up the department and providing detailed 
                monthly reports. 
2. Approved schedule of Board of Ed meetings for 2022-2023.
V. TREASURER’S REPORT
Tiffany Burkitt-Lyga read the following into the record:
Balance in General Fund as of 10/26/22:                   
                               $3,976,461.80
Tonight’s Invoices Total


                                           $1,337,430.56
General Fund


                                                                   $1,281,005.54
Federal and State Grants

                                                            $33,466.96
Adult Ed, Other Grants, Athletic Fund                                                           $22,958.06
                       

Capital Non-Recurring Project


                                              $0.00
VI. STUDENT REPRESENTATIVE’S REPORT (Charli Hughes, Kaltrina Ameti)

Miss Hughes delivered the report this evening. 

Photography award winners’ photos were displayed to the Board and donated to District 

Office. 
VII. EXEMPLARY PEOPLE, PROGRAMS and AWARDS
Contact magazine (Paul & Meghan Geary)

A certificate was awarded and Mr. Yamin spoke very highly of this particular edition.
                       
VIII.
REPORT OF SUPERINTENDENT
A. Superintendent’s Update
            1.   Current District Data presentation. (Michele Raynor)

       Mrs. Raynor provided specifics regarding Summative Assessment results for the District. 
            2.   First draft of District Strategic Plan for BOE.

      Mr. Yamin reviewed specifics and fielded questions from Board members. 
            3.   SPARK – Extended day enrichment and remediation program for R16.

      This will provide extra support both academically and mental health-wise for students. 
            4.   HVAC State grant update for Long River Middle School.
      An open discussion was had amongst Board members and Mr. Yamin explained the 
      components of the grant.  Mr. Parrino called attention to the tight deadline.  Mr. DiLeone 
      explained how the project would have to be funded up front and then be reimbursed for 
      approximately 50%. 
B. Director of Finance and Business Operations Report   
C. Action Items
1.  Act to approve second reading of new policy 4113.12, Minimum Duty-Free Lunch 
     Period for Teachers.
A MOTION was made by Robert Dyer and SECONDED by Tiffany Burkitt-Lyga to 
approve the second reading of new policy 4113.12, Minimum Duty-Free Lunch 
Period for Teachers.
ALL IN FAVOR (weighted vote totals 6.7)
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2.  Act to approve second reading of revised policy 5113.2, Truancy.
A MOTION was made by Robert Dyer and SECONDED by Tiffany Burkitt-Lyga to 
approve the second reading of revised policy 5113.2, Truancy.
ALL IN FAVOR (weighted vote totals 6.7)
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3.  Act to approve second reading of revised policy 5114, Suspension and Expulsion
     Due Process.
A MOTION was made by Robert Dyer and SECONDED by Christine Arnold to 
approve the second reading of revised policy 5114, Suspension and Expulsion
Due Process.
ALL IN FAVOR (weighted vote totals 6.7)
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4.  Act to approve second reading of revised policy 5131, Conduct and Discipline.
A MOTION was made by Robert Dyer and SECONDED by Tiffany Burkitt-Lyga to 
approve the second reading of revised policy 5131, Conduct and Discipline.
ALL IN FAVOR (weighted vote totals 6.7)
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5.  Act to approve second reading of revised policy 5141.4, Reporting Child Abuse.
A MOTION was made by Robert Dyer and SECONDED by Tiffany Burkitt-Lyga to 
approve the second reading of revised policy 5141.4, Reporting Child Abuse.
ALL IN FAVOR (weighted vote totals 6.7)
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6.  Act to approve second reading of revised policy 5144.4, Discipline.  
A MOTION was made by Ben Catanzaro and SECONDED by Christine Arnold to 
approve the second reading of revised policy 5144.4, Discipline. 
ALL IN FAVOR (weighted vote totals 6.7)
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7.  Act to approve second reading of revised policy 5145.12, Search and Seizure.
A MOTION was made by Priscilla Cretella and SECONDED by Robert Dyer to 
approve the second reading of revised policy 5145.12, Search and Seizure.
ALL IN FAVOR (weighted vote totals 6.7)
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8.  Act to approve second reading of revised regulation 5145.12, Search and Seizure.
A MOTION was made by Priscilla Cretella and SECONDED by Tiffany Burkitt-Lyga to 
approve the second reading of revised regulation 5145.12, Search and Seizure.
ALL IN FAVOR (weighted vote totals 6.7)
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9.  Act to approve second reading of revised policy 5145.511, Exploitation: Sexual Harassment.
This item was tabled for a later date.
          10.  Act to approve second reading of revised policy 9330, Bylaws of the Board, FOI Requests. 
A MOTION was made by Priscilla Cretella and SECONDED by Robert Dyer to 
approve the second reading of revised policy 9330, Bylaws of the Board, FOI Requests. 
ALL IN FAVOR (weighted vote totals 6.7)
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          11.  Act to accept teacher’s letter of retirement, effective 10/7/22. (R. Riello) 
A MOTION was made by Priscilla Cretella and SECONDED by Tiffany Burkitt-Lyga to 
accept Ralph Riello’s (Tech Ed teacher at WRHS) letter of retirement, effective 10/7/22. 
ALL IN FAVOR (weighted vote totals 6.7)
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Ms. Cretella added with appreciation, Mr. Yamin expressed disappointment with the timing.
          12.  Act to hire new teachers for 2022-2023. (S. Alexandrou, K. Kolan) 
A MOTION was made by Priscilla Cretella and SECONDED by Tiffany Burkitt-Lyga to 
hire new WRHS 1.0 FTE Mathematics teacher, Steven Alexandrou, for the 2022-2023 
school year at MA, Step 10, $76,780 pro-rated.
ALL IN FAVOR (weighted vote totals 6.7)
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A MOTION was made by Priscilla Cretella and SECONDED by Tiffany Burkitt-Lyga to 
hire new LLES 1.0 FTE Music teacher, Katherine Kolan, for 2022-2023 school year at 
MA, Step 11, $81,213 pro-rated.
ALL IN FAVOR (weighted vote totals 6.7)
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          13.  Act to accept teacher’s letter of resignation, effective 11/18/22. (M. Barbero) 
A MOTION was made by Robert Dyer and SECONDED by Tiffany Burkitt-Lyga to 
accept Melissa Barbero’s (Social Studies teacher at WRHS) letter of resignation, 
effective 11/18/22. 
ALL IN FAVOR (weighted vote totals 6.7)
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            14.  Act to approve new course proposal for WRHS for 2023-24: Drone Technology &  
Engineering.
A MOTION was made by Robert Dyer and SECONDED by Tiffany Burkitt-Lyga to 
approve new course proposal for WRHS for 2023-24: Drone Technology &  
Engineering.
ALL IN FAVOR (weighted vote totals 6.7)
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15.  Act to approve new course proposal for WRHS for 2023-24: Drone Operator Prep.
A MOTION was made by Robert Dyer and SECONDED by Tiffany Burkitt-Lyga to 
approve new course proposal for WRHS for 2023-24: Drone Operator Prep.
ALL IN FAVOR (weighted vote totals 6.7)
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          16.  Act to approve new course proposal for WRHS for 2023-24: AP Precalculus.    
A MOTION was made by Priscilla Cretella and SECONDED by Tiffany Burkitt-Lyga to 
approve new course proposal for WRHS for 2023-24: AP Precalculus.  
ALL IN FAVOR (weighted vote totals 6.7)
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Marty Senich was recognized for a positive parent email regarding his preparedness and information he provided during a parent teacher conference. 
                          6
IX.
OLD BUSINESS
1. Discuss origin of high school start time.

       This has been a discussion topic for many years. 
2. CIP: revisit two options concerning playing field
· Turf
Mr. DiLeone clarified specifics regarding cost.  Overall there is no true benefit with turf for the Region.  
· Repair and maintaining field without forfeiting the season.

 3.  Cost of rebidding track/field and fitness room
             4.  Woodland gym replacement.

      The District is moving forward with this project and it will be going to out to bid. 
 5.   Communication regarding traffic of Lancaster Road & Rimmon Hill Road.

       Mr. Yamin clarified that he misspoke at the last meeting regarding a parent 

                   comment. The officer was local, not a state trooper. 
X.
NEW BUSINESS
1.  World Language virtual learning platform for elementary students.

This has been in the works for over a year now. 
XI.
ITEMS for NEXT BOE AGENDA

Budget calendar

District Strategic Plan

Police Officer Update
XII. 
INFORMATION ITEMS
 Expenditure report (7/1/22 thru 9/30/22) & Budget transfers (9/1/22 – 9/30/22)
Coming Attractions for November 2022
XIII.    ENROLLMENT – October 2022.
XIV.
COMMITTEE REPORTS
A. Personnel and Negotiations Committee, a meeting will be called re: student issue
B. Facilities and Transportation Committee – 9/28/22 Minutes 
C. Curriculum Committee – Next Meeting – 10/26/22, 6:15 p.m. D.O., in BOE Room       
D. Policy Committee – 9/28/2022 Minutes
E.  Public Communications Mr. Yamin requested a meeting 
            F.  Technology Committee – PowerPoint and email correspondence
            G.  Recognition Committee
            H.  Liaisons:
                    1.  Schools 
                  2.  Wellness Committee 
                    3.  Professional Development Committee
                   4.  2COM
              I.   Parent Advisory Council - Virtual Meeting 10/26/22, 5:45 p.m.
              J.   Interdepartmental Safety Committee – Minutes of 9/29/22 meeting.
                                                                  
XV.
ADJOURNMENT
A MOTION was made by Robert Dyer and SECONDED by Tiffany Burkitt-Lyga to 
adjourn the October 26, 2022, Board of Education meeting at 8:26 p.m.
ALL IN FAVOR (weighted vote totals 6.7)
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These minutes are subject to Board approval.
Submitted by Kelly Rodriguez, Board Clerk.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING:  November 16, 2022, District Office, 7:00 p.m.  
