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Industry, Eccentricity, and Engineering: 
A Biography of Bernard H. Matthies and an Architectural Analysis and History of 
Matthies Park, Beacon Falls, Connecticut. 
 

Ancestors and Industry 

 

 Bernard H. Matthies was born to George Erastus Matthies and Annie Thompson Wooster 

Matthies on January 27, 1892. A lifelong resident of Seymour, Connecticut Bernard H. Matthies was one 

of a notable line of Seymour industrialists with ancestral roots running deep into New England’s colonial 

past. Matthies’ father served 38 years at the highly successful Seymour Manufacturing Company, which 

his maternal grandfather, William Henry Harrison Wooster, and great-uncle, Horace Buckingham 

Wooster, organized in 1878. Tracing Bernard H. Matthies’ maternal lineage beyond W.H.H. Wooster, and 

his wife, Anna Louise Putnam Wooster, one discovers a number of prominent New England families. 

These include the Woosters, residents of Milford, Connecticut in 1642 and early founders of Derby, 

Connecticut in 1652, traceable through his grandfather; the Putnams, residents of Salem, Massachusetts as 

early as 1630, traceable through his grandmother; and the Chatfields, found among the early settlers of 

Guilford in 1639, traceable through his great-grandmother Mittie Chatfield Wooster. The success and 

legacy of these early colonists, and later, industrialists, was driven by their commitment to hard work and 

an appreciation for community investment. These traits were clearly bestowed upon Bernard H. Matthies, 

a man who throughout his life, and even upon the time of his death, demonstrated a tireless work ethic 

and an assiduous commitment to his community. Of this, there is perhaps no better surviving example 

than the park that bears his name, Matthies Park in Beacon Falls, Connecticut.i 

 

 

The Seymour Manufacturing Company 

 

 Bernard H. Matthies’ grandfather, William Henry Harrison Wooster, was born in Waterbury, 

Connecticut on July 4th, 1840, to Albert and Mittie Wooster (Image 1). W.H.H. Wooster lived in 

Waterbury until the outbreak of the Civil War, whereupon, after raising a company of volunteers, known 

as the Sixth Regiment Connecticut Volunteers, he was shipped south and into the conflict. Following the 

war, Wooster pursued business interests in Springfield, Massachusetts where he remained for thirteen 

years.ii 

In 1878, W.H.H. Wooster relocated to Seymour, Connecticut, where with his brother, Horace 

Buckingham Wooster, he founded a mill along the banks of the Naugatuck River below Rimmon Dam. 

Like many others located in the Naugatuck River Valley at the time, the Seymour Manufacturing 



Industry, Eccentricity, and Engineering:  
A Biography of Bernard H. Matthies and an Architectural Analysis and History of Matthies Park, Beacon Falls, Connecticut. 

 

 3 

Company was organized with the purpose of manufacturing and processing nonferrous metal goods, and 

their specialties included nickel, silver, copper, brass, and bronze products. Following early profitability 

and capable management by the Woosters, the company was incorporated on May 6, 1880 with a capital 

stock of $30,000. By 1882, this had already more than doubled, rising to a value of $75,000 as the firm 

made its steady rise to national prominence in its field.iii 

 George Erastus Matthies was born on July 9, 1863, to parents Martin and Eva Matthies (Image 2). 

He spent the first twelve years of his life in Brewster, New York before the family moved to Danbury, 

Connecticut in 1875. Fitted with a public education, Matthies left school at the age of 16 after finding 

employment with the American Shear Company in Hotchkissville, Connecticut. Matthies worked in 

Hotchkissville for four years, after which he traveled to Seymour where he took up a position as a 

bookkeeper in the office of the Seymour Manufacturing Company. Seven years later, on November 18, 

1890, Matthies married Annie T. Wooster, the eldest daughter of William Wooster, thus continuing the 

line of what would become one of Seymour’s most influential families.iv 

In 1883, George Matthies joined a company that while still in its infancy, was certainly on the 

rise. In the years that followed, Matthies progressively worked his way through the ranks of the fledgling 

business. As is noted in Colonel N.G. Osborn’s Men of Mark in Connecticut, Matthies, “Rose steadily to 

positions of increasing responsibility, for he gave all of his time and energy to mastering the details of the 

brass industry.” On January 30, 1888, Matthies was promoted to assistant treasurer of the Seymour 

Manufacturing Company, a role in which he would serve for 26 years. Seven years later, in 1895, he was 

elected to the company’s board of directors.v 

By 1902, with George Matthies operating in the role of assistant treasurer, and with his father-in-

law serving as superintendent, the Seymour Manufacturing Company had expanded their capital to 

$500,000 and increased their workforce to 250 employees. They had also diversified their production line 

to include brass sheeting, wires, rods, and tubing; copper wire for telephone and telegraphs; and nickel – 

or German – silver for tableware and other applications. Before and after the United States’ entry into 

World War One, the company further broadened their output in order to take advantage of a number of 

government contracts, including those for the production of brass discs for cartridge cases and the 

manufacture of cupro-nickel, a highly corrosion-resistant alloy of copper and nickel well suited for use in 

marine hardware. The company also provided the government with a large quantity of nickel silver, 

which was used in the production of a variety of army and navy equipment. At the time of the conflict’s 

end as much as 90 percent of the Seymour Manufacturing Company’s production consisted of war 

material.vi 

George Matthies’ contributions to Seymour Manufacturing Company earned him further 

promotions in the period surrounding the First World War. On July 28, 1914, he was elected secretary, a 
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role he served until March 11, 1918; and July 31, 1915, he was made the company’s treasurer. After the 

death of William H.H. Wooster on December 17, 1919, he was elected to serve president as well as 

treasurer, a dual role he served until his death on April 11, 1922.vii 

Under Matthies guidance the Seymour Manufacturing Company enjoyed previously unseen 

success. In his 1935 history of the Lower Naugatuck Valley, Leo T. Malloy notes that, “To him is 

credited the rapid growth and success of the company which was practically reconstructed and 

modernized in 1919. Today it is one of the most up-to-date plants in the country covering about eight 

acres of ground and employing, when running to capacity, about 600 people.” By the 1930s, the company 

was recognized as a world leader in the production of nickel silver, phosphor bronze, and nickel anodes 

with an annual capacity of 25,000,000 pounds.viii 

 

 

Beyond the Seymour Manufacturing Company 

 

Despite the success of the Seymour Manufacturing Company, William H.H. Wooster was not 

content to rest on his laurels. As a result, his participation in Seymour’s business affairs extended beyond 

the manufacture of metal goods into variety of other industries, entities, and organizations. His tireless 

involvement in start-up companies throughout Seymour’s was, at the time, perhaps only matched by the 

similar vigor of his son-in-law. The first of Wooster’s secondary ventures, the Seymour Electric Light 

Company, was incorporated in 1889 with $28,000 in initial capital.ix 

Wooster helped organize the utility along with fellow Seymour businessman, Edmund Day, who 

served as its president. In addition to being contracted to provide the town lighting, the company also 

furnished arc and incandescent lighting to local commercial, industrial, residential, and public buildings. 

By 1902, the Seymour Electric Light Company had expanded to fill a “substantial” brick masonry 

building measuring 30 by 80 feet. This was, “fully equipped with the latest improved electric appliances, 

including an arc dynamo of thirty lights and two incandescent dynamos of 1,650 lights”. In May 1904, in 

partnership with his brother Letsome T. Wooster and son-in-law George E. Matthies, Wooster purchased 

the Seymour Electric Light Company and immediately set about its reorganization. With Matthies as the 

company manager and treasurer, the voltage of the electrical service was changed and auxiliary power 

was established in order to increase reliability and the quality of service. The improvements proved so 

significant that as a result the company’s business increased threefold between 1904 and 1907. The 

Seymour Electric Light Company was eventually acquired by the Connecticut Light and Power 

Company.x 
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In 1890, shortly following the creation of the Seymour Electric Light Company, George E. 

Matthies partnered with Seymour industrialists Henry A. Matthews, James Swan, Carlos French, and F.H. 

Beecher to establish the H.A. Matthews Manufacturing Company. Matthies initially served as the 

company’s secretary, with Swan, French, and Beecher functioning as the company’s president, vice-

president, and treasurer-manager, respectively. Over time, Matthies would eventually also assume the 

roles of treasurer and president. William H.H. Wooster was also active with the company, his service 

coming in the role of vice-president and director.xi  

The H.A. Matthews Manufacturing Company was originally founded for the purpose of 

manufacturing stove trimmings and other hardware, and in 1890 possessed $85,000 in initial capital. In 

1895, the company modified their line to include the production of steel bicycle parts and fittings. This 

required expanding the factory, located at the confluence of the Naugatuck and Little Rivers. The H.A. 

Matthews Manufacturing Company further diversified by 1902, at which time they were producing a 

variety of specialties in brass, steel, and other alloys. By this point, the mill complex had been expanded 

to include a main building measuring 36 by 125 feet, an annex measuring 24 by 89 feet, as well as an 

office and stock room, and a boiler house. The company continued to thrive over the following decades 

and on June 23, 1924 it was incorporated under an operating firm, the Seymour Products Company. By 

1935, the company had increased its capital value to one million dollars and expanded its production line 

to include automobile hubcaps, stampings, and instrument panels; parts for thermos bottles and luggage 

bags; as well as stampings, cups, and various other assemblies used in early radio models. During both 

World Wars 100% of the company’s production capacity was devoted to respective war efforts.xii 

The next joint venture including William H.H. Wooster and George E. Matthies came with the 

creation of the Seymour Water Company. Wooster and Matthies began their involvement with the utility 

as organizers in 1895 when a charter was granted by the legislature for a group of citizens to build a 

public water supply for the town of Seymour. It took three years for the appropriate funding to be 

accumulated and it was not until May 9th, 1898 that the company’s first meeting took place. The original 

board of directors included Wooster, Carlos French, James Swan, Charles W. Blakeslee, Dennis A. 

Blakeslee, Clarence Blakeslee, and Dwight w. Blakeslee, and the original capital was valued at 

$60,000.xiii 

Construction on the Seymour Water Company’s infrastructure immediately followed the 

completion of necessary surveys and land purchases, and the waterworks were completed by the spring of 

1899. The latter were fed from a series of reservoirs located north of Seymour in the towns of Beacon 

Falls and Oxford, Connecticut. As Reverend Hollis A. Campbell, William Sharpe, and Frank G. Bassett 

note in their history of the town of Seymour, “The reservoir is about a half mile northwest of Pinesbridge, 

in a secluded valley, removed from residences, and in an ideal location for absence of contamination. The 



Industry, Eccentricity, and Engineering:  
A Biography of Bernard H. Matthies and an Architectural Analysis and History of Matthies Park, Beacon Falls, Connecticut. 

 

 6 

reservoir is fed by a stream which winds among hillsides of a rocky section of country, with cool springs 

which assure a good quality of water for household use.” The gravity-fed system was made possible by an 

elevation loss of approximately 230 feet from the location of the reservoir, to the center of town. This 

resulted in a natural pressure of 110 pounds per inch, which was adequate for the majority of needs, 

including feeding the town’s fire hydrants of which 50 were installed following the system’s 

completion.xiv 

Growing demand resulted in the expansion of the Seymour Water Company’s system from one to 

three reservoirs by 1935. This increased the system’s total storage capacity to 146,000,000 gallons and 

necessitated enlarging the size of the supply lines from 12 to 16 inch mains. In that same year it was noted 

that, “The Seymour Water Company now has a modern plant, run in an efficient and economical manner, 

which is giving adequate service and fire protection to the community. The growth of the company has 

been steady and consistent with that of the communities it supplies.” This was indeed the case and as a 

result the improved capacity and efficiency allowed the company to provide service to the town of 

Beacon Falls in addition to Seymour.xv 

Despite his active role in the operation of the Seymour Manufacturing Company and involvement 

in the start-up of a number of other entities, George Matthies still managed to find the time to establish 

another industrial firm, the Rimmon Manufacturing Company, in 1900. Capitalizing on his knowledge of 

the metalworking trade, Matthies created this company for the purpose of manufacturing shoe eyelets and 

other metal goods. Matthies was the company’s primary shareholder, its president from the time of its 

founding until his death, and he also operated as one of its directors.xvi 

Considering the diverse character of institutions that William H.H. Wooster and George E. 

Matthies involved themselves with it should not be surprising that in addition to founding and operating 

industrial firms and public utilities, they also helped organize and manage a prominent financial entity in 

Seymour. The Seymour Trust Company was founded by W.L. Ward, F.A. Rugg, and C.S. Boies, as the 

Valley National Bank on August 14, 1900. Five years later to the day, this was dissolved and reorganized 

as the Seymour Trust Company with Edmund Day as president, W.L. Ward as vice-president, C.S. Boies 

as treasurer, and George Matthies as secretary. Wooster served as a trustee and member of the company’s 

executive committee.xvii 

The Valley National Bank and subsequent Seymour Trust Company were initially located at the 

corner of Main and Bank Streets in Seymour. On October 26, 1923, they moved into new quarters, which 

at the time were called, “One of the most up-to-date of any bank in the State”. The new facility was 

equipped with vaults installed by the Mosler Safe Company and protected by an electronic system 

supplied by the Bankers’ Electric Protective Association. The vaults also boasted Mosler time delay locks 

and the building itself was outfitted with a federally approved tear gas system, the latter which was to, “be 
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used in connection with holdups.” At the time of the company’s reorganization in 1905 it held a balance 

sheet of $310,000, a number that would eventually run over to $2,500,000 by the 1930s.xviii 

The Seymour Trust Company ran under a consistent management structure from its 1905 entity 

change, until 1918 when Edmund Day stepped down as president at the age of 87. Upon Day’s departure, 

George Matthies was elected president of the company, W.L. Ward remained as vice-president, and C.S. 

Boies assumed the dual role of secretary and treasurer. Following Matthies’ death, Boies was elected 

president, with Ward first vice-president. At this time a C.C. Conforth was elected secretary and treasurer 

and C.G. Hummel assumed the role of assistant treasurer. These individuals formed the core of the 

institution’s leadership for the next two decades, by which time another member of the Wooster-Matthies 

family would join the fray.xix  

While W.H.H. Wooster’s business ventures were primarily local, the same was not the case of his 

son-in-law. In addition to his involvement with aforementioned Seymour firms, G.E. Matthies also 

organized a number of entities farther afield. Matthies was a senior partner of the New York Stock 

Exchange firm of Wightman, Breinin and Company as well as member of the Exchange. He was 

president and director of the American Copper Products Corporation, of Bay Way, New Jersey, which he 

organized in 1920. Shortly after founding this company Matthies also acquired and merged it with the 

Waclark Wire Company of Elizabeth, New Jersey, which brought the total capital value of the combined 

firm to three million dollars.xx Matthies also served as a director at the Mianus Motor Works, of Stamford, 

Connecticut and the Eisemann Magneto Corporation, of Brooklyn, New York; as a director and treasurer 

for the Tecopa Consolidated Mining Company, of California; and as director and president of the 

Seymour Land and Timber Company, which maintained extensive land holdings in Washington State. His 

guiding hand even reached beyond the borders of the United States as he maintained a number of interests 

in Canada, Mexico, Cuba, and throughout South America.xxi 

 

 

Proud Citizens and Civic Leaders 

 

Both W.H.H. Wooster and G.E. Matthies were well known for a commitment to their community 

that was as strong as their dedication to the various business interests that they were associated with. 

When Wooster passed away on December 17, 1919, the directors of the Seymour Water Company wrote, 

 

William H.H. Wooster held an enviable place in the business, civic and social life 

of this community. This place he won by hard work, straightforwardness of character, 

and a winning personality… He was keenly alive to the responsibilities of citizenship. 
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Proud of his community, he was ready to serve it. No movement for public betterment 

failed of his support, and he was in the forefront of every group of active workers. Men 

sought his cooperation, deferred to his judgment, and counted upon his sympathy. In an 

unusual sense, he had won the respect and love of the people of his community.xxii 

 

A list of W.H.H. Wooster’s civic contributions rivals the length of those related to his business 

activities. His work with the Seymour Water and Electric Companies provided the citizens of the town 

with these critical and sought-after utilities. A life-long and ardent Republican, he served as a member of 

the convention that convened in Hartford to revise the Connecticut State Constitution in 1895, and in 

1905 he became the first State Senator to represent the recently created Seventeenth District. His service 

on Seymour’s school board drew credit for the construction of the town’s first public high school, and as 

a member of the Congregational Church he served as Sunday School superintendent from 1883 to 1885. 

Additional civic clubs to which Wooster was a member included the Free and Accepted Masons, the 

Grand Army of the Republic, and the Loyal Legion of the United States. An avid sportsman, Wooster was 

also a member of the Adirondack League Club where he spent much of his free time hunting and 

fishing.xxiii  

While G.E. Matthies assumed the presidency of the Seymour Manufacturing Company after the 

death of William H.H. Wooster, his service in this role came to an unexpected end just three years later. 

While his time as president might have been short, his 38 years with the company were plenty of time of 

for Matthies to leave a mark on the business as well as the community in which it was located. Just as 

W.H.H. Wooster was praised for his civic involvement upon the time of his death so too were Matthies’ 

contributions identified by the surviving directors of the Seymour Manufacturing Company after he 

passed away in 1922. They wrote of their colleague,  

 

A deep student, a man of quick and definite decisions, whose word was his bond, 

of indomitable courage, of sound judgment and of rare business intuition, he was a 

remarkable business genius. His loyalty to his friends was absolute, and in their times of 

need his brain and his means were quietly, but unstintingly used in their service. He loved 

the out-of-doors and brought to his favorite sport of fishing the fresh zeal and ardor of a 

boy. All men admired him for his distinguished career, but we who were closely 

associated with him will always cherish in remembrance the staunch and helpful quality 

of his friendship, his clean enthusiasm for what he loved, his fine humor and his 

unfaltering and unflagging loyalty.xxiv 
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As this memorial would suggest, Matthies’ civic contributions were as significant and varied as 

those of Wooster. During the First World War, Matthies devoted all of the industrial, as well as personal, 

resources at his disposal in support of the American war effort. He devoted significant percentages of the 

output of the manufacturing interests in his control towards the production of materiel and likewise 

donated much of his own time and money to the cause. This included serving as chairman of the local 

Council of Defense, as well as active participation in Liberty Loan and Red Cross drives, the latter of 

which he personally contributed $10,000 while raising a matching sum.xxv  

Matthies’ social involvement in peacetime was equally energetic. This included memberships in 

the Bankers’ Club of New York, the New England Historic Genealogical Society, the National 

Association of Audubon Societies, the Travelers’ Club of America, the Triton Fish and Game Club of 

Quebec, the Laurentian Club of Quebec, the Megantic Fish and Game Corporation of Canada and Maine, 

the Camp Fire Club of American, and the Race Brook Country Club of New Haven. He also served as a 

director of the Eastern States Agricultural and Industrial Exposition, a very fitting task for a man so 

committed to both manufacturing, and the out-of-doors.xxvi  

 

 

Substantial Shoes to Fill 

 

 The marriage between George Matthies and Annie T. Wooster produced two children, Bernard H. 

Matthies, born in 1892, and Katherine Matthies, born in 1902 (Image 3). Bernard H. Matthies was 

educated in Seymour’s public school system before attending the Choate School, in Wallingford, 

Connecticut. He then attended Mitchell’s Military School, in Billerica, Massachusetts, and the Irving 

School, in Tarrytown, New York. In the six years following his graduation from the Irving School in 

1912, Matthies appears to have been able to take thorough advantage of privileges related to his family’s 

status and industrial connections, as he, “engaged in various occupations and enterprises” during this 

time, all the while traveling throughout the United States, Canada, Panama, and Bermuda. These ventures 

came to a close in June 1918, whereupon Matthies enlisted in the United States Army following the 

country’s entry into the First World War. Although he was shipped to Washington State’s Vancouver 

Camp in the summer of 1918, the war ended before Matthies saw combat and he was honorably 

discharged at Camp Devens, Massachusetts, in February 1919.xxvii 

Upon returning home to Seymour in July 1919, Bernard Matthies joined his grandfather, father, 

and uncle by taking up a position at the Seymour Manufacturing Company. Matthies’ service at the 

company began as an assistant to his father, who at the time was employed as the company’s treasurer. 

Bernard’s tenure in his initial role was short-lived, however, as an unfortunate turn of events soon 
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propelled his career within the company forward. Matthies’ was made a director of the family business 

following the death of his grandfather, W.H.H. Wooster, in December 1919.xxviii His next promotion 

similarly followed a significant family loss two-and-a-half years later as he assumed the role of assistant 

treasurer of the Seymour Manufacturing Company after his father’s death in April 1922.xxix 

Like his father before him, Bernard Matthies worked his way through the ranks of the Seymour 

Manufacturing Company following his early successes. While his later promotions might not have come 

in as quick succession as those early in his career, they were equally significant. Matthies served as 

assistant treasurer from August 1922 until November 23, 1933, at which point he was promoted to the 

position of treasurer. He served in this role until February 26, 1940, when the company directors elected 

him as vice-president. To these responsibilities were added the further duties of assistant secretary on 

April 12, 1954. He continued to serve in the combined role of vice-president  and assistant secretary of the 

Seymour Manufacturing Company until it was sold to the Bridgeport Brass Company in 1962.xxx 

Bernard Matthies did not limit the application of his business aptitude solely to the activities of 

the Seymour Manufacturing Company. Like W.H.H. Wooster and George E. Matthies before him, the 

younger Matthies was involved in a great variety of manufacturing and other industries, both in Seymour, 

and beyond. One of the earliest, outside of the Seymour Manufacturing Company, came with his 

involvement in the American Copper Products Corporation, which his father organized in 1920. The 

American Copper Products Corporation specialized in a variety of products similar to those manufactured 

by the Seymour Manufacturing Company, and in 1921 they were two of the American Brass and Copper 

Statistical Exchange’s 15 members. The product line of the American Copper Products Corporation 

included rolled metal rods; round, flat, and square bare wire; and bare wire strand, all produced in copper, 

brass, and bronze versions. The company also manufactured weatherproofed copper wire and strand, slow 

burning copper wire and strand, round and shaped trolley wire, brass sheeting, bronze sheeting, and rolled 

copper. Bernard Matthies served beside his father as a director and treasurer of the American Copper 

Products Corporation until his father’s death in 1922. He remained in his own position until the firm was 

sold to the Phelps Dodge Corporation, another manufacturer of copper goods, in 1930.xxxi 

Concurrent to Bernard Matthies’ involvement with the American Copper Products Corporation, 

he was also a critical driving force behind another venture, Colonial Air Lines, Inc., one of the country’s 

earliest airlines. The formation and incorporation of Colonial Air Lines took place on April 16, 1923, in 

anticipation of the creation of a nation-wide airmail delivery service. The company was based in Bethany, 

Connecticut and Matthies served as its first secretary. The original officers also included Harris 

Whittemore, Jr., of Naugatuck, president; Donald S. Tuttle, of Naugatuck, vice-president; and Gustave A. 

Parsons, who operated as general manager. By 1925, the fledgling airline had grown to the point where it 

maintained a 200-acre airfield – including a 60-acre landing area – as well as five airplanes, three pilots, 
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two parachute jumpers, and a field support staff of two. In August of 1925, the company increased its 

capital stock from $50,000 to $1,000,000, in anticipation of an impending award for a government 

contract to provide airmail service between New York, New York and Boston, Massachusetts.xxxii 

A month after Colonial Air Lines increased its capital stock, the company made another move by 

which it hoped to increase its chances of winning the aforementioned government contract. In September 

1925, Colonial Air Lines, Inc. brought on the then governor of Connecticut, John H. Trumbull, as one of 

its directors. By January 1926, dramatic changes had occurred at the airline. Over the course of the 

preceding four months, John H. Trumbull had been elected chairman of the board of directors; the 

company had been awarded the aforementioned government airmail contract; and then it had merged with 

its major competitor, Eastern Air Transport of New York, New York. Also significantly, in January 1926, 

the company changed its name from Colonial Air Lines, Inc., to Colonial Air Transport, Inc., likely a 

result of its merger with Eastern Air Transport. The company would eventually also merge with the 

Aviation Corporation of Delaware before being absorbed by American Airlines during the early 

1930s.xxxiii 

During the remainder of 1926, the newly-minted Colonial Air Transport, Inc. continued to expand 

its infrastructure, yet lost one of its original officers and directors. The former came in November after the 

company added four brand new planes to its squadron. At the time, the move was identified by the 

Hartford Courant as the, “Largest single order for commercial aircraft in this country”, and included two 

Ford, and two Fokker aircraft, each with three 200-horsepower engines, and capable of carrying 12 

passengers in addition to their mail-related cargo. The latter, however, came with the resignation of 

Bernard H. Matthies from the board of directors by the end of 1926.xxxiv 

While it is unclear why Matthies resigned from the board of directors of Colonial Air Transport, 

Inc., one might to assume that he did so as a result of the increased demands that were surely laid upon 

the company’s officers and board of directors following its being awarded the significant government 

airmail contract. This assumption is justified by the fact that Matthies was involved in the operations of a 

considerable number of other companies at the time he was working with Colonial Air, these including 

the Seymour Manufacturing Company, the American Copper Products Corporation, as well as a recently 

established venture by the name of Rimmon Hill Farm.xxxv 

The 1926 Seymour directory lists Matthies as the proprietor of the newly-established Rimmon 

View Farm, with the Seymour Trust Company included as the Farm’s agents, and a C.A. Lord as the farm 

manager. The farm was located in the proximity of “Chestnut Tree Hill,” an area located in the town of 

Oxford, Connecticut, and situated along Chestnut Tree Hill Road, roughly between Pines Bridge Road 

and the Old Litchfield Turnpike, just north of Rimmon Hill. The farm offered a variety of fruits and 

vegetables, including apples, raspberries, strawberries, blackberries, currants, gooseberries, Golden 
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Bantam corn, Green Mountain Potatoes, Hubbard squash, pumpkins, beets peas, and beans, as well as 

wood supplies for fireplaces, stoves, and furnaces, and “pigs for roasting.” By 1929, however, the farm 

appears to have gone out of business as it cannot be found in directories for the that year, or those 

following.xxxvi 

Although Rimmon View Farm appears to have closed, and Matthies had left the service of both 

the American Copper Products Corporation and Colonial Air Transport, Inc., by the early 1930s, the 

prolific industrialist did not simply rest on his laurels. In 1931, while still serving as assistant treasurer of 

the Seymour Manufacturing Company, Matthies joined another company formerly overseen by his father, 

the H.A. Matthews Manufacturing Company, where he served as secretary. As noted, in 1933, Matthies 

was promoted to the position of treasurer at the Seymour Manufacturing Company, a role he likewise 

assumed at the H.A. Matthews Manufacturing Company in 1940. The latter year proved a busy one for 

Matthies, as it was also at that time that he was also promoted to the position of vice-president of the 

Seymour Manufacturing Company, as well as treasurer of the Seymour Products Company.xxxvii 

Things settled down for Matthies following his promotions in 1940, and his commitments 

remained the same until the 1950s, whereupon he added several new responsibilities. The first included 

Matthies’ participation in the founding of a venture largely disparate from those he had previous business 

experience with. A lifelong automobile aficionado, in 1952 he partnered with his son, William Wooster 

Matthies, to establish the Rimmon View Auto Service Company, located at 481 North Main Street, in 

Seymour, Connecticut. The elder Matthies served at the company’s vice-president, while his son assumed 

the role of president and treasurer. Two years later, the same year Matthies added the duties of assistant-

secretary of the Seymour Manufacturing Company to his established responsibilities as vice-president, he 

also took on the position of vice-president of the Phosphor Bronze Corporation, a division of the Seymour 

Manufacturing Company. Lastly, in 1956, Matthies was elected president of the Seymour Products 

Company, the responsibility of which he added to his role as treasurer.xxxviii 

By the early 1960s, Matthies begun to reduce his business commitments. In 1958 the Phosphor 

Bonze Corporation was folded back into the Seymour Manufacturing Company, and in 1962, as noted, 

the latter company was sold to the Bridgeport Brass Company, thus ending Matthies’ 42-year career with 

the firm. In 1962, he likewise resigned his role of secretary of the Seymour Products Company, which 

was assumed by an Alexander P. Raeburn. Three years later, in 1965, Matthies also resigned as vice-

president of the Rimmon View Auto Service Company. Unsurprising for a man so actively involved in 

such an array of business affairs, Matthies was not one to slip into retirement. Despite his age, he 

continued to serve as president of the Seymour Products Company until the business was forced to shut 

its doors in 1972, at which time Matthies marked his 80th birthday.xxxix  
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Bernard Matthies career spanned 53 years, and included involvement in a variety of notable 

Connecticut metal manufacturers, many of which being central players in the State’s industrial 

development during the late nineteenth- and early-twentieth centuries. As noted, however, Matthies’ 

business influence and acumen extended beyond non-ferrous metals. In addition to participating in the 

founding of one of the country’s earliest airline companies, he also had connections with the petroleum 

and refining industries, banking and finance, and even a local utility company. A handful of these entities 

were organized or operated by his grandfather and father, including the Seymour Water Company and the 

Seymour Trust Company, where he served as both a director and trustee, while others, such as the Margay 

Oil Corporation of Tulsa, Oklahoma were more obscure relationships.xl   

 

 

A Prominent Social Figure 

 

Like his father and grandfather before him, the list of Matthies business ties is challenged only by 

the diversity of his civic contributions. Perhaps one of the most notable of his social ventures came rather 

early in his life, starting even before he initiated his career with the Seymour Manufacturing Company. 

After the end of the First World War Matthies was an enthusiastic advocate of veterans’ rights, and in 

May 1919, attended the Caucus of the American Legion in St. Louis, Missouri, the organization’s first 

meeting on United States soil.xli Upon returning from the Caucas, Matthies was appointed to 

Connecticut’s State Executive Committee for the advancement of the American Legion and went to work 

organizing Legion posts throughout the State.xlii 

Connecticut’s branch of the American Legion held its first organizational meeting in Hartford, 

Connecticut, in June 1919. The meeting was chaired by temporary president, Captain James B. Moody, 

Jr., of Hartford, who oversaw the election of temporary officers and an executive committee. The latter 

included all fifteen of the delegates who had attended the St. Louis conference, among them, Bernard 

Matthies. During the inaugural meeting, the executive committee passed a motion to establish the State’s 

Legion headquarters in Hartford, approved charters for the State’s first two American Legion posts, 

“Waterbury Post No. 1,” “Bristol Post No. 2,” and “Stamford Post No. 3,” and prepared for a future 

meeting, in October 1919, to approve posts for Watertown, New Britain, and Hartford.xliii 

The American Legion’s formal founding convention was held in Minneapolis, Minnesota, on 

November 10 through November 12, 1919. Matthies attended the meeting as a Connecticut delegate, a 

responsibility he would repeat at American Legion conventions in Cleveland, Ohio, in 1920; San 

Antonio, Texas, in 1929; Louisville, Kentucky, in 1929; Portland, Oregon, in 1932; and Miami, Florida, 

in 1934. Matthies greatest contribution to Connecticut’s American Legion, however, came in 1920, 
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during which time he drafted and published the first history of the American Legion in the state. Titled, 

The Story of the American Legion in Connecticut, the text was published in October of 1920.xliv 

In addition to serving in one of the State’s foremost veterans organizations, Matthies also 

represented the Town of Seymour in the Connecticut Legislature for over three decades. During his first 

three sessions, he served on a variety of commissions with clear connections to his private and 

professional experience and interests, a practice he would continue throughout his legislative career. A 

staunch Republican, Matthies was first elected to the Connecticut General Assembly of 1925, whereupon 

he served on the Banking, and State Parks and Reservations Committees. Reelected in 1927, Matthies 

served on the Aviation Committee, Military Affairs Committee, and Joint Rules Committee. In 1929, his 

service included participation on the Motor Vehicles and Aviation Committees. These patterns of interest 

and experience were replicated in his service through the 1950s, upon which time he also served as 

delegate to the 1952 Republican National Convention.xlv 

Regardless of the responsibilities related to his participation in the aforementioned business and 

political pursuits, Matthies managed to be as active in his private life as he was in the public sphere. On 

September 22, 1920, Bernard Matthies married Ethel Clark of Beacon Falls, Connecticut, daughter of 

Mary R. Clark and George T. Clark, a farmer. The couple first took up residence in Seymour at 78 

Washington Avenue, before moving to 28 Canal Street in 1922. By 1923, the couple had purchased a 

home at 28 Pearl Street, where Matthies would remain until his death in 1974. Bernard and Ethel Matthies 

had five children, George Clark, born July 29, 1922; William Wooster, born July 8, 1924; Roberta Isabel, 

born December 10, 1925; Richard Lloyd, born October 28, 1927; and Franklyn Bernard, born January 23, 

1932.xlvi 

In addition to being a father of five, Matthies’ personal life also included lifetime membership in 

a number of philanthropic societies and organizations. Many of these were related to his personal interest 

in the great outdoors, among them the Connecticut Forest and Park Association, National Geographic 

Society, Society for Protection of New Hampshire Forests, and the American Rose Society. Like his 

father, Matthies also maintained a camp at the Triton Fish and Game Club of Quebec, a sporting club, 

which during the mid-twentieth century boasted an illustrious membership including Presidents Theodore 

Roosevelt and Harry Truman, British Prime Minister Winston Churchill, and members of the Rockefeller 

and Molson families. An avid stamp collector, Matthies was also a founding member of the Philatelic 

Foundation, and a member of the American Philatelic Society, the Association for Stamp Exhibitions, 

Inc., and the Collectors Club of New York.xlvii 

 

 

A Scenic Summer Retreat 
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 While Bernard Matthies clearly displayed both his personal and professional interests through his 

service on specific State Legislative committees, he likewise illustrated his affinity for outdoor sports and 

surroundings – as well as his substantial personal wealth – through the consolidation of a sizeable 

vacation property located in the Towns of Beacon Falls and Oxford, just north of their boundaries with 

Seymour. Starting during the 1920s, Matthies pieced together what eventually totaled roughly 325 acres 

of largely forested land bounded by Pines Bridge Road on its northern side, Back Rimmon Road to the 

northeast, Rimmon Hill Road to the east, the “Old Highway” to the south, and an irregular north-south 

line located approximately one-quarter mile east of Chestnut Tree Hill Road to the west (Image 4). On 

this property, much formerly covered by the old “Hemp Swamp,” Matthies would construct a seven-acre 

pondxlviii fed by a complex system of canals, ducts, and baffles. At the center of this pond, Matthies also 

built a half-acre island and small, one-and-a-half-story frame cottage, where spent much of his leisure 

time.xlix 

 The lands that today encompass the Town of Beacon Falls consisted of portions of the Towns of 

Bethany, Oxford, and Seymour, until Beacon Falls was officially incorporated in 1871. Originally 

situated entirely within the Town of Oxford, the area including and surrounding the Matthies property 

was settled by Major Ebenezer Johnson, circa 1700.l In 1721, Johnson passed his land, which he dubbed 

“my farm at Rimmon,” to his sons Charles and Timothy, who then settled in the area along with a number 

of their siblings.li 

These early settlers endured a challenging and dangerous existence. It is noted in J.L Rocky’s A 

History of New Haven County, that “Timothy Johnson was at first annoyed ‘by wild animals’, especially 

bears, which came from Rock Rimmon and destroyed his ‘crops’. This locality, and in fact other parts of 

town, particularly Nyumphlii, were also much troubled by snakes, which came from the crevices of the 

rocks and often crawled into houses of the early settlers.” Despite these challenges, members of the 

Johnson family were numerous at Pines Bridge, Rock Rimmon, and Nyumph, as were the families of 

other settlers, including Abiel Fairchild, Zadoc Sanford, Hezekiah Clark, David French, and Simeon, 

Moses, David, and James Wheeler.liii 

 The Villages of Beacon Falls and Pines Bridge remained primarily agricultural through the first 

half of the nineteenth century and industrial development during this period was limited to the 

construction of a small number of sawmills and tanneries along the Naugatuck River or local tributaries. 

This changed in 1850, whereupon the American Hard Rubber Company purchased water rights along the 

Naugatuck and subsequently constructed a dam and mill complex near the falls below Beacon Hill. By 

1863, the mill had passed to the Home Woolen Company, who enlarged the factory and converted it for 

the production of woolen cloth.liv 
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 As the Village of Beacon Falls industrialized, the area around Pines Bridge largely retained its 

character as an agricultural village. By 1852, while the main line of the Naugatuck Railroad had been 

extended along the west bank of the Naugatuck River between Seymour to Waterbury, only a small 

collection of approximately a dozen homes, as well as the area’s first Methodist Church and schoolhouse 

(the latter still found at the southwest corner of the intersection of Pines Bridge and Rimmon Hill Roads), 

had yet to be constructed on either side of the river in the vicinity of Pines Bridge. By the late 1860s, 

however, a copper mine, granite quarry, and shoe factory had been constructed near the current 

intersection of Pines Bridge and Old Turnpike Roads and on the west side of the river. Despite this 

growth, heading west along the “Old Pike” (at the time also interchangeably referred to as Chestnut Hill 

Road and Pines Bridge Road), and south along Rimmon Hill Road, one would have continued to find a 

landscape of rural farmhouses and carefully tended farms.lv 

 In 1868, the aforementioned farms included those of Albert D. Carrington, Subal Sanford, 

William S. Whiting, James S. Wheeler, and Henry Church on Rimmon Hill Road; Samuel Riggs, Martin 

Maloney, Herbert C. Baldwin, Stiles Fairchild, and Burritt Davis on Pines Bridge Road; and E. Chatfield 

on Chestnut Hill Road (Image 5). In addition, a farmhouse on the west side of Chestnut Hill Road, just 

north of Chestnut Tree Hill Extension, as well as a large portion of land located south of Pines Bridge 

Road, and east of Chestnut Hill Road, was held by Yale College. By the early 1930s, however, few of 

these farms continued to be held by the families and entities that worked them during the 1860s and 

1870s.lvi 

The only familiar name found on a 1931 map of the area just west of Pines Bridge is that of 

Milton Carrington, son of Albert Carrington, who had acquired the old Sanford farm on the west side of 

Rimmon Hill Road (Image 6). Among the notable properties that had changed hands were the Martin 

Maloney farm, located on the south side of Pines Bridge Road just west of its intersection with Rimmon 

Hill Road, which had passed to Emery Auston; the Herbert C. Baldwin farm, located on the north side of 

Pines Bridge Road just west of its intersection with Back Rimmon Road, which had also passed to 

Auston; the Burritt Davis farm, located at the southwest corner of the intersection of Chestnut Hill and 

Pines Bridge Roads, which had passed to Charles M. Mosavich; and the Yale College Property, which 

had passed to a Thomas Flannery. It was from, and adjacent to these properties that Bernard Matthies 

would piece together the vacation retreat that today comprises Matthies Park.lvii 

 Matthies purchased his first piece of the future park property in 1923. This was acquired from the 

estate of a John H. Benham in April of that year and consisted of 157 acres of land straddling the town 

line between Oxford and Beacon Falls. The former Benham farm included two parcels; one on the east 

side of Pines Bridge Road, and one on the west. The first parcel was bounded on the north by land held by 

the Seymour Water Company; on the east by land held by the Seymour Water Company, Andrew Culver, 
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and Emery Auston; on the south by land held by Emery Auston; and on the west by Pines Bridge Road 

and land held by the Seymour Water Company. The second parcel was bounded on the north by land held 

by Charles Mosavich and Leonard Mullen; on the east by Pines Bridge Road and land held by Emery 

Auston; on the south by land held by Emery Auston and that “formerly known as College land” (the 

former Yale College property); and on the west by said College land and land held by Mosavich and 

Mullen. In combination, these parcels would eventually comprise, roughly, the northern half of the 

Matthies estate.lviii 

 Matthies next real estate purchase came in November 1929. It was at this time that he acquired 

approximately 25 acres of land to the north and west of the former Benham property from the Seymour 

Trust Company. Originally held by Charles and Helen Mosavich, and Rolla and Mary Andrews, the 

property was bounded on the north by Pines Bridge Road; on the east by Pines Bridge Road and the land 

Matthies had recently purchased from the Benham estate; on the south by the former Benham property; 

and on the west by land held by Charles and Helen Mosavich. This parcel currently forms the northern 

boundary of Matthies Park.lix 

 In December 1937, Matthies procured roughly 59 additional acres to the southwest of his 

previous acquisitions. Today located at the core of the Matthies Park Property, this land straddled the 

Oxford/Beacon Falls town line and was purchased from Thomas Flannery, a farmer. In 1937, the parcel 

was bounded on the north by land held by Matthies and Charles and Helen Mosavich; on the east by land 

held by Matthies; on the south by land held by Matthies and Oscar Larson; and on the west by additional 

lands held by Flannery.lx 

 Matthies further added to his considerable estate during the 1940s. In 1941, he acquired just over 

105 acres located in both Beacon Falls and Oxford from the Seymour Trust Company. This piece of 

property was located to the east and south of land already held by Matthies’ and had been pieced together 

by the Seymour Trust Company from parcels acquired from John Czeski, Emery Auston, and Milton 

Carrington. Likely containing the majority of Carrington Pond, this portion of land was bounded on the 

north by land held by Matthies; on the east by a “highway” (Back Rimmon Road) and land held by 

Milton Carrington; on the south by land held by Milton Carrington, Thomas Flannery, and John and 

James McGeever; and on the west by land held by Matthies and Oscar and Ruth Larson. To this Matthies 

added another 54 acres in 1946. Located at the northwest corner of the current Matthies Park property, 

this parcel was likewise purchased from the Seymour Trust Company. Bounded by the “highway” (Pines 

Bridge Road) to the north; land held by Matthies on the east; land held by Matthies and Thomas Flannery 

on the south; and land held by Helen Mosavich on the west; this acquisition solidified the north and west 

boundaries of Matthies’ Estate. lxi 
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 While Matthies had assembled the majority of his sprawling estate by 1946, his final acquisition 

did not come until 1959. In March of that year Matthies purchased just over 55 acres of land from Milton 

and Mabel Carrington and Adele Gomberwicz. This piece of property solidified the eastern boundary of 

the Matthies’ estate, bringing it right up to the western side of Rimmon Hill Road. Perhaps satisfied with 

the extent of his estate on the southern side of Pines Bridge Road, later in 1959 Matthies sold two lots, 

comprising roughly 40 acres of land, north of the old highway to the Seymour Water Company. These 

were the last real estate transactions the aging industrialist would make until 1972, the year he disposed of 

his substantial landholdings in Beacon Falls and Oxford.lxii 

  

 

The Lay of the Land 

 

The cumulative property that Matthies acquired between 1923 and 1959 lies in the lowlands 

between Rimmon and Chestnut Hills and spans the valley of Hemp Swamp Brook, the latter of which 

flows in a generally southeasterly direction from Chestnut Hill, through Hemp Swamp and into the 

Naugatuck River. The western edges of the property are characterized by steep rock outcroppings, while 

the eastern portions consist of gentle slopes covered with a thick blanket of glacial till. The property is 

currently covered by dense growths of hardwoods, while woody shrubs populate the riparian zones along 

Hemp Swamp Brook and its various tributaries. As noted, there is a 14-acre artificial impoundment – or 

manmade pond – at the southern end of the property, at the center of which is a half-acre island 

(Photographs 1 and 2). Known as Carrington Pond, the impoundment carries the name of the family who 

had farmed the area as early as the 1860s.lxiii 

The entrance to the former Matthies property is located off of Back Rimmon Road, 

approximately 200 feet south of its intersection with Pines Bridge Road. A narrow paved road passes 

between two rectangular, uncut stone masonry piers with pyramidal caps (Photograph 3). One of the piers 

bears a sign with a blue background and gold letters which read, “B.H. MATTHIES / MEMORIAL / 

PARK,” and a pair of detailed iron gates hangs from the piers blocking entrance to the property. 

The Matthies Park entrance road runs through a stand of evergreen trees before passing a small 

gravel parking lot on its north side. Beyond the parking lot, the road passes through a stand of mixed 

evergreen and deciduous trees and then crosses a small un-cut stone and concrete masonry bridge 

spanning a manmade outlet watercourse leading from Carrington Pond to Hemp Swamp Brook, 

approximately 1000 feet to the north (Photographs 4, 5, and 6). After crossing the bridge, the road opens 

into a paved parking lot on the north side of Carrington Pond. A one-story, four-bay garage can be found 
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on the north side of the parking lot (Photograph 7). The garage is of rough-cut rubble masonry 

construction and has a rectangular footprint and shed roof. 

The southern edge of the parking lot abuts Carrington Pond (Photograph 8). There is a poured 

concrete retaining wall and sidewalk running along the northern edge of the pond, the latter of which 

crosses over its outlet watercourse via an arched bridge of poured concrete. The bridge bears an 

impression of “1936,” this likely representing its construction date (Photograph 9). Heading east over the 

bridge the visitor can continue along the eastern edge of the pond or ascend a small hill upon which there 

is a modern playground and picnic pavilion (Photograph 10).  

 Returning to the parking lot there is a brick walk leading northwest over a small hill. At the top of 

the hill there is a circular, rough-cut rubble masonry memorial with a flagpole at its center (Photograph 

11). The memorial includes a plaque that reads, “IN MEMORY OF / THE MEN AND WOMEN WHO / 

SERVED IN THE ARMED FORCES / DONATED BY / AMERICAN LEGION POST 25.” The brick 

walk continues past the memorial towards a one-story boat and warming house located along the northern 

edge of Carrington Pond (Photographs 12, 13, and 14). The boat and warming house is of rough-cut 

rubble masonry construction and has a shed roof. There are brick storage blocks on the west side of the 

building. 

Four primary inlets feed Carrington Pond. The first emanates from a forested wetland at the 

southern end of the pond and enters via a short watercourse after passing through a vernal pool and small, 

excavated pond. The second and third inlets consist of short, high-gradient brooks, which originate in the 

steep rock outcroppings along the western edge of the Matthies property and enter along its western side. 

The final inlet consists of a manmade watercourse that enters the pond on its northern side, approximately 

20 feet west of the boathouse. The watercourse has a concrete basin flanked by rough-cut rubble masonry 

walls (Photographs 15, 16, and 17). It is approximately five feet wide and two feet deep. The watercourse 

is fed by drainage from the northern half of the property via a system of artificial canals and basins, this 

bolstered by additional volume captured from Hemp Swamp Brook. 

The island at the center of Carrington Pond is limited to boat-access only. There is a poured 

concrete dock located on the north side if the island, which is the primary point of disembarkation 

(Photograph 18). The island is a half-acre in size, and has a roughly circular perimeter framed by a stone 

and concrete masonry retaining wall. The grade rises between the water’s edge and the middle of the 

island, increasing approximately 15 feet from pond level to its center. There is a one-and-a-half-story 

frame cottage at the center of the island, a circular masonry fire ring on a triangular piece of land jutting 

from the island’s eastern side, and a one-story frame privy located on the south side of the house 

(Photographs 18, 19, and 20). Vegetation on the island consists of mixed deciduous and evergreen trees as 

well as low-growing greenery and grasses (Photograph 18). 
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Stepping onto the island one approaches the one-and-a-half-story frame cottage from its side 

elevation (Photograph 21). The cottage measures approximately 36 feet wide and 42 feet deep. It stands 

one-half story above grade and it has a side-gabled roof extending over a full-width, one-story porch 

(Photograph 22). A one-and-a-half-story cross-gable wing extends from the rear (west) elevation 

(Photograph 23). The building has a rough-cut, uncoursed stone masonry foundation and its walls are 

sheathed in wood shingles. Fenestration consists of two-over-two double-hung wood sash on the upper 

stories and small hopper windows on the basement level. The upper-story windows have simple wood 

surrounds while the basement windows have poured concrete sills and lintels and vertical steel security 

bars (Photograph 24). There are paired windows in the gable ends of the main block and a gabled dormer 

with paired windows on the rear elevation. Two red-brick masonry chimneys rise from the rear slope of 

the main block’s roof and there is a rubble gable wall chimney on the south (side) elevation (Photograph 

25).  

The full-width front porch has square supports and a simple frame balustrade of intersecting 

diagonal frame members (Photograph 22). Access to the porch is available via a set of poured concrete 

stairs on the façade (east) elevation, and another set on the north side of the cottage (Photograph 21). 

There are two entrances located off of the porch, one leading into the living room, and another passing 

directly into the kitchen. A third entrance to the cottage is located on the north elevation of the basement 

level, this leading into the full-height cellar.  

The cellar has a poured concrete floor and its rough-cut, uncoursed stone masonry walls are 

parged with concrete and have a whitewashed finish (Photographs 26 and 27). Narrow cylindrical steel 

columns brace the mix of steel I-beam and frame joists that support the upper floors. There is a fieldstone 

chimney base at the center of the basement space, this flanked on its north and east sides, respectively, by 

a coal-fired water heater and wood-fired cast iron stove (Photograph 28). There is a “Sunshine” brand 

coal-fired furnace on the west side of the basement and brick masonry wood and coal storage bins on the 

south side of the cellar (Photographs 28, 29, and 30). Final basement details include a small bathroom 

with stand-up shower and porcelain sink on the southwest side of the cellar, and a porcelain utility sink at 

the northwest corner of the cottage (Photographs 31 and 32). 

As noted, the primary entry to the home is located on the front porch. The door has a plain frame 

surround and there is a wood- and glass-paneled entry door leading into the living room (Photograph 33). 

The living room is a rectangular space, measuring approximately 24 feet by 15 feet. It has wood strip 

flooring, fiberboard and wood trim walls, and an open ceiling spanned by seven rafters (Photograph 34). 

At the southern end of the room there is a rubble fireplace with stone mantelpiece, flanked by frame 

cabinets with fenestration above (Photograph 35). Windows throughout the cottage have an early electric 

security system consisting of conductive metal film trim on the glass ad a spring-loaded circuit on the 
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frames (Photograph 36). A doorway at the southwest corner of the living room leads to a short rear hall, 

this providing access to the cottage’s three bedrooms. These measure 10 feet by 17 feet, 10 feet by 14 

feet, and 10 feet by 12 feet, respectively, and their architectural details are similar to those found in the 

living room, except for their four-panel wood doors. 

 Returning to the living room, the visitor passes through a door on the north side of the cottage in 

order to enter a small hall leading into the kitchen (Photograph 34). Four-panel wood doors are found on 

the interior and exterior kitchen doors and a small loft is located above the entry hall (Photograph 37). 

The kitchen’s outer walls measure 21 and 16 feet, respectively, however a closet jutting into the 

southwest corner of the room reduces the overall square footage of the space (Photograph 38). There is a 

wide porcelain sink atop a metal cabinet against the kitchen’s western wall, and a large wood and glass 

built-in cabinet against the south side of the room (Photographs 39 and 40). 

Once off the island, and heading north towards the paved driveway, one passes a one-story privy 

(Photograph 41). The privy has a poured concrete foundation, red-brick masonry walls, single door, and a 

side-gabled roof. Traveling one hundred yards to the northwest, one rejoins the primary feeder canal at 

the point where it enters a concrete settling pond (Photograph 42). The feature slows down the speed of 

the feeder stream by forcing it into a spiral-shaped concrete basin. This action causes any silt suspended 

in the current to fall to the bottom of the pool, thus preventing sediment from entering Carrington Pond. 

 Continuing north along the watercourse, the visitor next comes across a one-story pump house 

(Photograph 43). The pump house has a poured concrete foundation, red-brick masonry walls, and side-

gabled roof. There is a metal garage-style bay door on the east (front) side of the building and a red-brick 

gable wall chimney on the north (side) elevation. There are louvered vents with concrete sills and lintels 

and vertical iron security bars in the gable end flanking the chimney and a gabled dormer with similar 

bars over its window on the west (rear) elevation (Photograph 44). In times of drought, a turbine engine 

located within the pump house injects well water into the adjacent feeder canal, thus maintaining adequate 

water levels in Carrington Pond. 

Beyond the pump house, the park road continues to travel north across the former Matthies 

property, while the primary feeder canal breaks off and heads northwest into the woods. The character of 

the feeder canal remains the same in this section of the system as that found in the area where the 

watercourse enters Carrington Pond. It has a concrete basin flanked by rough-cut rubble masonry walls, 

these approximately five feet wide and varying from one to three feet deep (Photographs 45 and 46). 

After running several hundred yards to the northwest, the feeder canal then follows the property’s 

topography and swings northeast, back towards the park road. Upon meeting the road, a secondary 

watercourse, which descends from the slopes to the northeast, enters the primary feeder canal before the 

latter travels under a concrete bridge (Photograph 47). After running under the bridge, one moves up the 



Industry, Eccentricity, and Engineering:  
A Biography of Bernard H. Matthies and an Architectural Analysis and History of Matthies Park, Beacon Falls, Connecticut. 

 

 22 

main watercourse, along the eastern side of the park road, as both head north across the property 

(Photograph 48). The primary feeder canal runs roughly parallel to the road for several hundred yards 

before it again passes under a concrete bridge and back onto the western side of the road (Photograph 49). 

At this point, several secondary watercourses again enter the feeder canal from the northwest before the 

latter joins a pair of large, concrete settling ponds (Photographs 50 and 51). 

Located at the northern terminus of the park road, the upper settling ponds are a critical 

component of the multifaceted system engineered to feed water into Carrington Pond. While various 

secondary watercourses direct water into the lower stretches of the primary canal, a notable percentage of 

the volume carried by the canal passes through the settling ponds. This flow originates in a number of 

natural inlet streams, the main branch of Hemp Swamp Brook being primary among them, which enter 

the first of the two triangular ponds at its northern corner (Photograph 52). After entering the pool, the 

water is then driven in a clockwise direction whereupon the current is redirected into the corners of the 

first concrete basin. As noted, this action forces sediment to drop to the bottom of the pool while the 

water continues on to the second filtering pond. After entering the second pool, a mechanical valve 

controls whether water either passes back into the main course of Hemp Swamp Brook via a conduit near 

the bottom of the pool, or, if the volume is high enough and the valve closed, flows through a gap in the 

south wall and into the primary feeder canal (Photograph 53). In times of high water, an overflow channel 

at the southeast corner of the second pool allows excess flow to run over the south wall and directly into 

Hemp Swamp Brook. The brook runs south for approximately 50 yards before it passes under the park 

road and then travels southeast into Hemp Swamp. 

It is unclear exactly when the complex system of settling ponds and canals that feed Carrington 

Pond – the centerpiece of Matthies’ vacation estate – began to be developed, however, maps and 

photographs of the area suggest that the earliest work took place between 1931 and 1934. While a map 

drawn in 1931 shows a pond in the area of the current Carrington Pond with characteristics similar to 

those visible in an 1893 atlas (Images 6 and 7), aerial photographs from 1934 indicate the presence of an 

enlarged body of water with a previously unseen island and cottage at its center (Image 8). Bernard 

Molleur, son of Kermit Molleur, the long-time caretaker of the Matthies estate, notes that development of 

the Matthies property took place over a span of approximately 15 years and was completed by two local 

firms, Hesson Brothers Construction Company, and Varian Construction Company at a cost of well over 

$1 million. Evidence of the current feeder system is not visible in the aforementioned 1934 photo, 

however it is clear that by this time that a dam had been constructed to stem the flow of water from the 

original pond into Hemp Swamp Brook. Although present in 1934, this feature was most likely not 

completed until 1936, the date found stamped in the concrete retaining wall today present at the northern 

end of the pond.lxiv 
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It was also likely that Matthies did not discover that the inlets on the south and west sides of 

Carrington Pond did not provide sufficient flow to maintain satisfactory water levels in the pond until the 

dam was completed. Such conditions elicited a creative, albeit eccentric, solution. While it is unknown 

who came up with the plan to build to build the intricate system of settling ponds and canals that today 

feed Carrington Pond, it was clearly a complex solution, and one that took a considerable amount time to 

complete. As noted by Bernard Molleur, all of the work on the Matthies property was conducted by hand 

or with light machinery such as small backhoes. Matthies demanded the highest level of quality in the 

work that was done for him and was not averse to demanding that jobs be redone if they were not up to 

his standards. In Molleur’s opinion, Matthies just “wanted it his way” and was neither afraid to demand 

that work be torn down and replaced, nor reluctant to pay someone to do just that. Over the course of the 

late 1930s and through the 1940s, Contractors excavated the necessary canals and settling ponds; poured 

concrete basins, pools, and retaining walls; and completed intricate fieldstone masonry work, the latter 

with materials collected exclusively from the site. The network of drainage channels and sluices 

constructed across the northern half of the Matthies property takes advantage of the lay of the land while 

working to supplement the natural watercourses that originally fed Carrington Pond. The result is a 

unique and historically significant example of landscape development and engineering, the likes of which 

rarely found on a private estate.lxv 

Once completed, Matthies tended to visit his Beacon Falls cottage with two friends, a Doctor 

Landren, of Seymour; and a Doctor McCradey, of New Haven. The three men would travel to Matthies’ 

estate, whereupon they would be ferried across Carrington Pond by Kermit Mouller on a flat-bottomed 

rowboat. Kept in the stone boathouse along the northern edge of the pond, Mr. Molleur would drag the 

boat out of storage atop wooden rollers in anticipation of the vacationers’ arrival, in addition to preparing 

the cottage and grounds for their visits. The three men would spend their weekends in seclusion on 

Carrington Pond, only occasionally joined by their wives on the days of their departure.lxvi 

Bernard Molleur notes that Matthies’ children never visited the Beacon Falls property, preferring 

instead to vacation at a number of cottages he owned along the Connecticut shore. Also interestingly, 

Molleur remarked that despite Matthies’ affinity for outdoor recreation, he never fished from Carrington 

Pond, nor did he hunt on the property. He did, however, maintain sizable gardens located along the 

northern and eastern edges of the property. Matthies had an alleged affinity for fresh vegetables and 

Kermit Mouller both tended his gardens and delivered the harvest to the cottage during his employer’s 

visits.lxvii 

Considering the demand for quality Matthies placed upon his contractors when developing his 

property it is no surprise that he also insisted that the landscape be carefully tended. Kermit, and later 

Bernard Mouller mowed the grounds, including the lawn on the island, and every year a local firm, the 
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Galigan Tree Service, trimmed the trees on the property. When vandals developed a habit of breaking into 

his cottage Matthies employed a variety of security components in his effort to preserve the integrity of 

his property. These included the application of iron bars on the basement windows, installation of an 

electrical security system on the upper-story doors and windows, and the use of bulletproof glass in all 

doors. When the latter failed a ball peen hammer test applied by Matthies the contractor was, 

unsurprisingly, forced to redo the work.lxviii 

 

 

Matthies Park 

 

 Bernard Matthies passed away at the age of 82 on February 19, 1974. To the very end, this 

prominent industrialist, politician, veterans’ rights advocate, and outdoorsman displayed the combination 

of civic-mindedness and appreciation for natural surroundings that shaped so many of his actions in life. 

This is perhaps best illustrated by Matthies’ decision in 1972 to offer his approximately 326-acre summer 

retreat to the Town of Beacon Falls for $150,000 – a fraction of its market value and despite an offer of 

upwards of $1 million from a local timber company – should the land be maintained for educational and 

recreational purposes and that no development take place within 500 feet of Carrington Pond. Matthies 

addressed the following letter to the Town of Beacon Falls, 

 

July 20, 

1972 

Board of Selectmen 

Town of Beacon Falls 

Beacon Falls, Connecticut 

 

Gentlemen: 

 

I am pleased to transmit herewith a deed for approximately 325 and 9/10th acres of land 

located principally in Beacon Falls and partly in Oxford together will all buildings and 

improvements thereon. 

 

We all recognize that the monetary consideration expressed in the deed is purely nominal 

and that most of this conveyance constitutes a gift by me of the real estate to the Town of 

Beacon Falls. I have spent a lifetime maintaining this land in its natural condition. In my 
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opinion, it has natural beauty and attributes that are outstanding. It is my desire to share 

the enjoyment of this natural beauty and surroundings with the present and future peoples 

of the Town of Beacon Falls.  

 

I believe it is a perfect location for a future school and campus to be built by the Town of 

Beacon Falls and the accompanying deed so provides. Otherwise, the deed is unrestricted 

except that the land shall be used for park and recreational activities.  

 

It is my wish that the Town for the better enjoyment of such a park and recreational area 

will protect, control and supervise the park land and the lake area thereon by the 

employment of a full-time caretaker. I hope in connection with the school that access for 

entrance to and from the school will be separate from the park and recreation areas. I trust 

that the Town will not disturb the natural surroundings of the lake within a five-hundred 

foot area thereof except to provide a beach area for public swimming. 

 

For the preservation of its beauty and for ecological purposes, no motors of any size or 

kind should be allowed on the lake or in the lake area. It is my with that camping shall be 

allowed only in the recreational area with adequate supervision, and that no trailers or 

motor campers shall be allowed on the property. It is my wish that no hunting be allowed 

on the property at any time; that no motor vehicles, motor bikes, bikes with motors, go-

carts, snow mobiles, ski-doos or other two or three wheel vehicles with motors shall have 

access to or on the property and except for the school area that no commercial activity of 

any kind shall be allowed thereon. It is my wish that my children and my descendants 

shall be permitted as part of the public to use the facilities. It is my wish that the water on 

said property shall not be subverted or be used for public irrigation or for other purposes 

except as such water rights from the spring on said property shall be used b the farm 

owned by me on the opposite side of the Chestnut Tree Hill Road as set forth in the 

description of land conveyed.  

 

Not by way of limitation but solely that there be a record of my motivation for this gift it 

is requested that this letter be recorded following the recordation of the deed in the 

Beacon Falls Land Records. 

 

      Very truly yours, 
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      Bernard H. Matthies 

 

 

 

 

After the land deal become public, local newspapers noted the significance of this decision stating that, 

“The land, numerous outbuildings and an intricate system of via ducts and baffles to clear water of debris 

before it enters the lake offer unlimited possibilities for development, not only educationally and 

recreationally but for conservation, ecological balance and the preservation of land as nature intended it to 

be for countless generations to come.” Residents of Beacon Falls immediately recognized the value of 

Matthies’ offer and voted to purchase the property without state or federal assistance late in 1972.lxix 

 In addition to setting aside a portion of the Matthies property for a public park, town officials in 

Beacon Falls also dedicated a piece of his summer estate for the site of a future high school late in 1972. 

The 40-acre parcel located on the easternmost portion of the Matthies property was to be conveyed to 

Regional School District 16, an educational district composed of the Towns of Beacon Falls and Prospect, 

which would be charged with locating a school there. While the opportunity was certainly substantial, and 

the land deal eventually approved, tensions between residents in Beacon Falls and Prospect prevented a 

new high school from being completed on the site until September 2001.lxx 

 Several months after declaring his gift to the Town of Beacon Falls, Bernard Matthies made 

another significant gesture of charity. In April 1973, Matthies conveyed 36.9 acres of land, located in the 

Towns of Oxford and Beacon Falls, to the beloved caretaker of his vacation estate, Kermit Molleur. The 

property, located on the north side of Pines Bridge Road, formed the northern boundary of the former 

Matthies estate and had long been operated by Matthies as a farm. The parcel included a two-and-a-half-

story Greek Revival farmhouse, built circa 1860, as well as a number of outbuildings. All of this was 

given to Molleur by Matthies in gratitude of over 20 years of dedicated service.lxxi 

The decision to assume control of the parcel of land that would become Matthies Park 

necessitated that the Town of Beacon Falls establish its first Park Commission in order to oversee not 

only the former Matthies property, but also existing recreation areas throughout town. A ten-member 

commission was created, this falling under the leadership of Thomas Alshuk, which moved to initiate 

programming with a winter sports program during the 1973-1974 season. This commission continues to 

manage and operate Matthies Park to this day and plans are currently in the works to increase the 

accessibility to, and historical awareness of the park, as well as well as to improve the quality of the 

recreational resource Bernard Matthies developed some eighty years ago.lxxii 
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As noted, Bernard H. Matthies’ commitment to hard work and his appreciation for both the great 

outdoors and community investment were manifested in the creation of his bucolic summer retreat, and 

the ultimate conveyance of this valuable resource to the Town of Beacon Falls for a public park. Born of a 

notable line of Connecticut industrialists, each displaying strong ties to their communities, Bernard H. 

Matthies’ philanthropy was made possible by the wealth he accumulated as a result of his business 

successes and was surely facilitated by a strength of character transferred to him by his family. As such, 

the history of Matthies Park is significant not only in regards to the development of the park itself, but 

also in reference to the story of the man who created it. 
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William Henry Harrison Wooster, 1840-1919.1 

 

 

 

 
1 Image from Seymour Historical Society, William Henry Harrison Wooster, Horace Putnam Wooster, George E. Matthies, 
[and] Bernard H. Matthies (Seymour, CT: Seymour Historical Society, 1954. 
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George Erastus Matthies, 1863-1922.2 

 

 

 

 
2 Image from Seymour Historical Society, William Henry Harrison Wooster, Horace Putnam Wooster, George E. Matthies, 
[and] Bernard H. Matthies (Seymour, CT: Seymour Historical Society, 1954. 
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Bernard H. Matthies, 1892-1974.3 

 

 

 

 
3 Image from Seymour Historical Society, William Henry Harrison Wooster, Horace Putnam Wooster, George E. Matthies, 
[and] Bernard H. Matthies (Seymour, CT: Seymour Historical Society, 1954. 
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4 

 

 

 

 

 
4 Image from Connecticut Environmental Review Teams of the King’s Mark Resource Conservation and Development 
Area, Inc., Matthies Park, Beacon Falls, Connecticut; King’s Mark Environmental Review Team Report (Haddam, CT: King’s 
Mark Resource Conservation and Development Area, Inc., 1999). 
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Section of Map of Oxford, Connecticut, 1868.5 

 

 

 

 
5 Atlas of New Haven County, Connecticut (New York: F.W. Beers, A.D. Ellis & G.C. Soule, 1868). 
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Section of Map Including Oxford and Beacon Falls, Connecticut, 1931.6 

 

 

 
6 Atlas of Hartford County, Conn. with Parts of New Haven, Middlesex, Litchfield & Tolland Counties (New 

York: Dolph & Stewart, 1931). 
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Section of Topographic Map Including Oxford and Beacon Falls, Connecticut, 1893.7 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
7 U.S. Geological Survey. Derby, CT. [topographic]. 1:24,000. USGS. 1893. 
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Section of Aerial Photograph Including Oxford and Beacon Falls, Connecticut, 1934.8 

 

 

 

 
8 Aerial Photographic Survey of Connecticut, 1934, from Connecticut State Library Digital Collections, cslib.org, 
< http://cslib.cdmhost.com/cdm/landingpage/collection/p4005coll10>, accessed April 22, 2012. 

http://cslib.cdmhost.com/cdm/landingpage/collection/p4005coll10
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View of Carrington Pond from the northern shore, showing pond, island, cottage, and landscape 
details. 
Camera facing southwest. 
Photograph 1 of 53. 
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View of Carrington Pond from the island, showing pond, dam, and landscape details. 
Camera facing northeast. 
Photograph 2 of 53. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Industry, Eccentricity, and Engineering:  
A Biography of Bernard H. Matthies and an Architectural Analysis and History of Matthies Park, Beacon Falls, Connecticut. 

 

 38 

 
 
View of Matthies Park main entrance gate from Back Rimmon Road, showing gate and park road 
details. 
Camera facing southwest. 
Photograph 3 of 53. 
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View of masonry bridge over Carrington Pond outlet watercourse, showing park road, bridge, and 
landscape details. 
Camera facing northeast. 
Photograph 4 of 53. 
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View of Carrington Pond outlet watercourse, showing canal, bridge, and landscape details. 
Camera facing southeast. 
Photograph 5 of 53. 
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View of Carrington Pond outlet watercourse, showing canal and landscape details. 
Camera facing north. 
Photograph 6 of 53. 
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View of garage, showing parking lot and landscape details. 
Camera facing north. 
Photograph 7 of 53. 
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View of concrete bridge over Carrington Pond outlet watercourse, showing dam, bridge, watercourse, 
and landscape details. 
Camera facing west. 
Photograph 8 of 53. 
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Detail of Carrington Pond retaining wall, showing construction date impression. 
Camera facing southwest. 
Photograph 9 of 53. 
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View of concrete bridge over Carrington Pond outlet watercourse, showing pond, dam, bridge, and 
landscape details. 
Camera facing east. 
Photograph 10 of 53. 
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View of memorial hill, showing walkway, flagpole, and landscape details. 
Camera facing east. 
Photograph 11 of 53. 
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View of north shore of Carrington Pond, showing pond, boathouse, and landscape details. 
Camera facing north. 
Photograph 12 of 53. 
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West (side) and north (rear) elevations of the boat and warming house, showing wall, storage area, 
roof, and chimney details. 
Camera facing southeast. 
Photograph 13 of 53. 
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South (front) and east (side) elevations of the boat and warming house, showing wall, window, door, 
roof, and chimney details. 
Camera facing northwest. 
Photograph 14 of 53. 
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View of Carrington Pond primary inlet watercourse, showing canal and landscape details. 
Camera facing north. 
Photograph 15 of 53. 
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View of Carrington Pond primary inlet watercourse, showing canal and landscape details. 
Camera facing northwest. 
Photograph 16 of 53. 
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View of Carrington Pond primary inlet watercourse, showing canal, pond, and landscape details. 
Camera facing south. 
Photograph 17 of 53. 
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View of island and cottage, showing pond, dock, cottage, and landscape details. 
Camera facing south. 
Photograph 18 of 53. 
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View of east side of the Carrington Pond island, showing pond, fire pit, and landscape details. 
Camera facing east. 
Photograph 19 of 53. 
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East (front) and north (side) elevations of the island privy, showing wall, door, vent, and roof details. 
Camera facing southwest. 
Photograph 20 of 53. 
 
 
 



Industry, Eccentricity, and Engineering:  
A Biography of Bernard H. Matthies and an Architectural Analysis and History of Matthies Park, Beacon Falls, Connecticut. 

 

 56 

 
 

North (side) and west (rear) elevations of the cottage, showing wall, window, door, dormer, rear ell, 
and roof details. 
Camera facing south. 
Photograph 21 of 53. 
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East (front) and north (side) elevations of the cottage, showing porch, wall, window, door, and roof 
details. 
Camera facing southwest. 
Photograph 22 of 53. 
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West (rear) and south (side) elevations of the cottage, showing wall, window, door, dormer, rear ell, 
and roof details. 
Camera facing east. 
Photograph 23 of 53. 
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East (front) elevation of the cottage, showing foundation and basement-level window details. 
Camera facing northwest. 
Photograph 24 of 53. 
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South (side) elevation of the cottage, showing wall, window, chimney, rear ell, and roof details. 
Camera facing north. 
Photograph 25 of 53. 
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Interior of the cottage basement, showing floor, wall, column, and floor joist details. 
Camera facing southeast. 
Photograph 26 of 53. 
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Interior of the cottage basement, showing floor, wall, column, and floor joist details. 
Camera facing southwest. 
Photograph 27 of 53. 
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Interior of the cottage basement, showing floor, wall, chimney base, stove, water heater, and floor 
joist details. 
Camera facing west. 
Photograph 28 of 53. 
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Interior of the cottage basement, showing floor, wall, storage bin, and floor joist details. 
Camera facing southwest. 
Photograph 29 of 53. 
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Interior of the cottage basement, showing floor, wall, and storage bin details. 
Camera facing southwest. 
Photograph 30 of 53. 
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Interior of the cottage basement bathroom, showing floor, wall, and sink details. 
Camera facing southwest. 
Photograph 31 of 53. 
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Interior of the cottage basement, showing floor, wall, and utility sink details. 
Camera facing northwest. 
Photograph 32 of 53. 
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Interior of the cottage living room, showing floor, wall, door, and ceiling details. 
Camera facing east. 
Photograph 33 of 53. 
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Interior of the cottage living room, showing floor, wall, door, window, and ceiling details. 
Camera facing northeast. 
Photograph 34 of 53. 
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Interior of the cottage living room, showing floor, wall, window, fireplace, door, and ceiling details. 
Camera facing south. 
Photograph 35 of 53. 
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Interior of the cottage living room, showing alarm system details. 
Camera facing southwest. 
Photograph 36 of 53. 
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Interior of the cottage kitchen, showing wall, loft, and ceiling details. 
Camera facing east. 
Photograph 37 of 53. 
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Interior of the cottage kitchen, showing closet details. 
Camera facing southeast. 
Photograph 38 of 53. 
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Interior of the cottage kitchen, showing floor, wall, sink, and window details. 
Camera facing west. 
Photograph 39 of 53. 
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Interior of the cottage kitchen, showing floor, wall, and cabinet details. 
Camera facing south. 
Photograph 40 of 53. 
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South (front) elevations of the park privy, showing foundation, wall, door, and roof details. 
Camera facing north. 
Photograph 41 of 53. 
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View of lower settling pond, showing watercourse and landscape details. 
Camera facing southeast. 
Photograph 42 of 53. 
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East (front) and north (side) elevations of the pump house, showing foundation, wall, door, roof, and 
chimney details. 
Camera facing southwest. 
Photograph 43 of 53. 
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West (rear) and south (side) elevations of the pump house, showing wall, roof, and dormer details. 
Camera facing northeast. 
Photograph 44 of 53. 
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View of primary feeder canal, showing watercourse and landscape details. 
Camera facing northwest. 
Photograph 45 of 53. 
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View of primary feeder canal, showing watercourse and landscape details. 
Camera facing northeast. 
Photograph 46 of 53. 
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View of secondary feeder canal, showing watercourse, primary and secondary canals, bridge, and 
landscape details. 
Camera facing north. 
Photograph 47 of 53. 
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View of primary feeder canal, showing watercourse and landscape details. 
Camera facing north. 
Photograph 48 of 53. 
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View of park road, showing primary watercourse, Hemp Swamp Brook, and landscape details. 
Camera facing northeast. 
Photograph 49 of 53. 
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View of upper settling ponds, showing Hemp Swamp Brook, first pool, settling infrastructure, and 
landscape details. 
Camera facing southeast. 
Photograph 50 of 53. 
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View of upper settling ponds, showing second pool, settling infrastructure, and landscape details. 
Camera facing southwest. 
Photograph 51 of 53. 
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View of upper settling ponds, showing Hemp Swamp Brook, settling infrastructure, and landscape 
details. 
Camera facing south. 
Photograph 52 of 53. 
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View of upper settling ponds, showing second pool, outlet valve and sluices, overflow mechanism, and 
landscape details. 
Camera facing southwest. 
Photograph 53 of 53. 
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