Leaves break the force of falling rain
and reduce soil erosion. They retain

2 — 7 percent or more of the water
produced by a short downpour, allow-
ing it to slowly evaporate back into the
atmosphere. As leaves decompose on
the ground, they help build a spongy
layer of topsoil that retains water and
contributes to plant growth.
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schools, roads and
parking lots spread and
natural tree cover is lost,
so is the absorbing effect
of vegetation and soil. The
welcome rain becomes
costly stormwater runoff.
Without the benefit of
trees and vegetated
infrastructure, waterways
are polluted as oils, heavy
metal particles and other
harmful substances are
washed away. Fish and il ! ) B

wildlife suffer, drinking Z & » tWriray,
water becomes expensive ) i ”-Hq"
or impossible to reclaim,

property values are
reduced, and our living
environment is degraded.

I

'~ Pervious Materials such
as bricks, interlocking stones,
honeycomb blocks, gravel,
chips and porous asphalt are
some of the ways to build
parking lots, driveways, or
walks that let rainwater

enter the soil.

Trees make a difference
and every tree matters.
It's never too late for
municipalities, home-
owners, businesses, and
schools to plant abundant
trees to retain more
water on site, enhance
percolation into the soil,
reduce the expense of
pipes and treatment
plants, and protect
environmental quality.
For more information,
including an interactive
version of these

pages, please visit
arborday.org/stormwater.
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Tree Roots bind the soil and guard
against erosion. They also take up

quantities of water that would other-
wise be added to runoff.
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